
Applying for the PLUS Loan for Parents 

1. The first step in being able to complete a PLUS Loan for parents is filling out the FAFSA on fafsa.gov. 

2. Parents can apply for the PLUS Loan for parents on studentaid.gov.  

 Login using the parent’s FSA ID and password, not the student’s. 

 

 

3. Select the award year for which you are requesting the loan.  The academic year begins with the fall 

semester, so the PLUS Loan application award year would be the year in which August fell. 

 

 
4. Enter the student’s information in the student information section.  

 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/app/launchPLUS.action?plusType=parentPlus


 
5. Read through payment deferment options and select your preference.  

 

 

6. Select whether or not you want to use the PLUS loan to pay for textbooks and other charges.  



 

7. Select the school the loan should go to. 

8. Choose an option for “Loan Amount Requested.” If you decide to specify an amount, be sure to 

include the origination fee in the requested amount.  Origination fees are currently just over 4.2%.  

The most up to date origination fee information can be found on https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/. 

 

9. Select the loan period.  This will normally be the full academic year.  The academic year is August- 

May.  Select August-July if you believe your student may take summer courses. 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/


 

 The PLUS Loan application must be completed each year, and you can only apply for one school 

year at a time.   

10. After selecting loan options, you will enter borrower information.  Be sure to enter your date of 

birth and social security number carefully and review this information before moving on. 

11. After ensuring all information is correct, select “Continue” to go on to the credit check.  You will 

know immediately if the loan application is approved or denied. 

 Approved borrowers should also “Complete Loan Agreement for a PLUS Loan (MPN).” 

  
 After the application has been received, the loan will be awarded.  Loan applications are 

processed in the order they are received.  New loans for the fall term may take several weeks to 

be awarded.  The school will send notification when the loan has been awarded. 


